
 

  

 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 

Transit Ridership Up 
 
A recent article in USA Today states that “ridership on buses, 
subways and other modes of public transportation in the USA rose 
1.5% to 10.5 billion trips” in 2012, the highest annual total since 
2008, according to a new report. 
 
APTA president and CEO Michael Melaniphy reports that although 
Superstorm Sandy and its aftermath slowed ridership on some of the 
nation's largest transit systems, at least 16 systems reported record 
ridership in 2012.  Melaniphy says the increase in transit ridership 
was partly driven by high, unstable gas prices and the nation's 
changing demographics.  
 
"In the last 18 months or so, we've seen [gasoline] prices be very 
volatile," he says. "When you can't count on your transportation 
costs being consistent day over day, week over week, that's really 
hard on the budget." 
 
A 2012 report by the National Conference of State Legislatures said 
that "affordability likely plays a role" in the growth of transit, noting 
"estimates are that an individual can save more than $10,000 a year 
by riding public transit instead of driving." 
 
That report also noted the growing popularity of public 
transportation, especially among Baby Boomers, empty-nesters and 
Millennials, who total about 150 million people. 
 
"We expect we're going to continue to have good ridership," 
Melaniphy says. "More than 80% of transit systems have cut 
services, raised fares or considered it. Think about what ridership 
numbers would look like if they didn't have to cut back." 
 
Adapted from an article in USA Today by Larry Copeland. 
 
 

Travel Advisory 
 
If you’re planning to travel on SR 520 this weekend, plan 
ahead…that’s the word from WSDOT. 
 
Crews will close both directions of SR 520 and all connected ramps 
between Montlake Boulevard in Seattle and I-405 in Bellevue from 
11 p.m. Friday, March 15, to 5 a.m. Monday, March 18. Drivers will 
need to take I-90 or find alternate routes around Lake Washington. 
 
For more info, visit WSDOT - 2013 - Looking for luck St. Patrick’s 
weekend? Drivers will find it on alternate routes as SR 520 closes 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

COMMUTING 
NEWS 
 

Pierce Trips Commute 
Incentives  

Did you know….by vanpooling, you are not only 
saving gas money, wear and tear on your personal 
vehicle, and helping the environment…you are 
also eligible for some really great incentives! 
 
If you commute to a worksite in Pierce County, 
drop everything NOW and register for Relax 
Rewards on Pierce Trips!  Track your commute trips 
on Pierce Trips’ online Commute Calendar and your 
name could be drawn during the quarterly 
incentive drawing!  
 
Use a smart commute option for at least 24 days 
during a quarter, and here's what registered Relax 
Rewards participants could win... 

 

Tracking your trips will also help you meet your 
personal commute goals, like saving money for a 
vacation, living a healthier lifestyle, or doing your 
part for a cleaner planet.  What’s your commute 
goal?  
 
Pierce Trips is a cooperative program sponsored by 
the City of Tacoma, Pierce County, and Pierce 
Transit. 

Prize 
Level Prize 

Days 
Needed 

to 
Enter 

Dream $250 gift card (1 winner) 48+ 
Dream $100 gift card (5 winners) 48+ 
Wish $50 gift card (10 winners) 36-47 
Whimsy $25 gift card (20 winners) 24-35 

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/News/2013/03/12_SR520_March15-18_Closure.htm�
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/News/2013/03/12_SR520_March15-18_Closure.htm�
http://www.piercetrips.com/�
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