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Vanpool - I'll Miss You . ..

The following is an excerpt from one of our long-time volunteer vanpool drivers. “l wanted to let
everyone know that | am moving on to greener pastures on 1 June. That will bring to an end over 12
years of working for the City of Tacoma. Certainly, a big plus for me over this 12-year period has been
vanpooling. | have gotten to know a lot of super people who have shared the vanpool experience
with me. Some have been talkative, some quiet, some friendlier than others. But | have often reflected
that | may spend more time talking with my vanpool cohorts during our one hour drive than with most
other people | have interacted with daily around the City. A very special thanks to all of you
vanpoolers!!” ~~John M.

Welcome Aboard
Pierce Transit vanpools now serve these employers. Welcome!

Mt. Rainier National Park, Ashford Microsoft Corp. Bravern, Bellevue
Saint-Gobain PPL, Puyallup Talyst, Bellevue

True Blue Inc., Tacoma Zetron Inc., Redmond

Wilson Construction, Tacoma Pemco Mutual Insurance, Seattle

WA State Liquor Control Board, Olympia US Environmental Protection Agency, Seattle

Names, Please

Does your vanpool group have a wait list because you have no available seats? Please provide those
names and contact information to your vanpool coordinator. We will help those folks find another
van to join or form a new group. Thanks!

Know Before You Go
. Major construction on Puget Sound roadways is now underway. Check your route to avoid
travel delays. Go to Puget Sound 2009 Construction Season Web page or
www.wsdot.wa.gov/construction/2009.

SR 16 — Westbound Nalley Valley

The ramp from Sprague Avenue to westbound State Route 16 (Nalley Valley Viaduct) is o
closed, with completion targeted for Fall 2011. Expect traffic volumes to increase on ' UNDED ‘
Tacoma@® South 19th Street and at the Union Avenue on-ramp to westbound SR 16. ST
Drivers, please find alternate routes, stay alert in the construction zone, and stay

informed about the project and its traffic impacts at www.tacomatraffic.com.



http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/construction/2009
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/construction/2009
http://www.tacomatraffic.com/

Multi-tasking and Driving Don't Mix

A new study by the National Safety Council’s Journal of Safety Research suggests drivers
| tend to overestimate their driving skills and underestimate their distraction caused by
other activities while they drive. The study suggests that drivers may engage in other
distracting activities while they drive and don’t perceive the danger of doing so.

A study by Liberty Mutual Research Institute for Safety suggests that drivers are not aware of their
own performance loss due to distraction. “Today it is important to understand how new in-vehicle
tasks affect drivers’ performance as well as how they affect drivers’ perceptions of their own
performance,” the study concludes. National Safety Council (NSC) President & CEO Janet Froetscher
identified cell phone use while driving as one of America’s most urgent traffic safety issues. In January,
the NSC became the first national organization to call for a total ban on that activity, based on
scientific estimates that cell phone use while driving contributes to six percent of crashes — or
636,000 crashes, 330,000 injuries, 12,000 serious injuries, and 2,600 deaths each year. The same
research put the annual financial toll of cell phone-related crashes at $43 billion. “Our nation has
reached a point where we estimate more than 100 million people are engaging in this dangerous
behavior daily,” Froetscher said. She added that the issue is not the type of phone a driver uses; rather
it is the distraction caused by the conversation.

We do not allow any cell phone usage, including hands-free devices, while operating any Pierce
Transit vanpool vehicle.

Mamtenance Keeps Things Movin’

\ Volunteer backup drivers: Please assist your volunteer primary driver
with van swaps for maintenance when needed. Please swap vans
within 48 hours of our request, to help ensure the timely maintenance of
" our fleet. When you don't arrive within that timeframe, it causes a
. domino effect by tying up spare vans. Thank you for being prompt.

.

The vanpool lockbox code will change July 1. We will provide you with the new code
: . . . . 1
when we notify you that your van is due for service (via phone or email). \)

Emergency Ride Home

Afraid that leaving your car at home means you won't get home quickly if an
emergency arises? Emergency Ride Home provides transportation when you have
a personal or family illness, family emergency or unexpected overtime. If you usea Z ENMERGENCY

commute alternative to get to work and have an emergency, you may qualify for RIDE
Emergency Ride Home if offered by your employer. Contact your Employee Ho
Transportation Coordinator (ETC)



